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BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED – GOD JUSTIFIES US (II)! 

 
But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, 

 his faith is accounted for righteousness,  
Romans 4:5 

 

 

 

 
The verse above informs us that God justifies the ungodly, that is, He declares the 
ungodly to be righteous. How can God do such a thing and yet remain as just and 
holy? How can God be just, and at the same time, justifies sinners? 

 
Is God majestic in holiness and justice? YES! Is God the One who will by 
no means clear the guilty? YES! Is God's spotless purity, blazing holiness 
and burning wrath a reality? YES! And are we vile and guilty sinners, 
fully deserving the wages of sin, which is eternal death? YES! If that is 
so, how can God ever declare us to be righteous in His sight? Unjust 
judgment is an abomination to the Lord. He says so in Proverbs 17:15. 
And the Lord, who is the Judge of all the earth, He will and He must 
judge justly. So how can a holy God say of a sinner, “I find no fault in 
him”? The answer is found in the Lord Jesus Christ, in what He has done 
for sinners!!   

 
All other religions, if they ever hold out to you salvation as a possibility, will tell you 
that if you are ever going to be accepted by God, YOU will have to try and live in a 
way acceptable to God. The emphasis is always on what YOU must do, or what 
YOU must NOT do, in order to be saved. The glory of the Christian Faith is that it 
tells you in clear and certain tones that you can be saved in spite of who you are and 
what you have done, because salvation is not dependent upon you, but upon Christ. 
 

As sinners, we have a two-fold need if we are to inherit eternal life. First of allFirst of allFirst of allFirst of all, 
because we are sinners, we need forgiveness of sins. This is provided by Christ's 
obedience in dying on the Cross for sinners, suffering the penalty of the law. 
SecondlySecondlySecondlySecondly,,,, we need to live a perfect life in order to be accepted by God. This too is 

provided for the sinners by Christ, who actively lived a life of total and perfect 
obedience to God. The work of Jesus Christ consists of two parts: He had to undo 
what Adam did, and He had to do what Adam failed to do. And He did both, for the 
sinner. 

HOW CAN GOD JUSTIFY SINNERS? 
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Now, I want to introduce to you a big word called "Imputation". This 
is a very important word, for it conveys a very important concept in 
the Bible, so please pay very careful attention. The word "imputation" 
means God crediting to one person what originally belong to another. 
Adam's sin was imputed to us. We received something from Adam -- 

 
his sin, though he receives nothing from us. The imputation here is one-way. Now, 
in our salvation, Imputation is also involved, but it is a two-way imputation. 2 

Corinthians 5:21 ~ For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.  Something that belongs to me is laid on 
Christ's account, and something which belongs to Christ alone is laid to my account. 
 Jesus Christ is treated as if He had sinned all my sins - past, present and future; sins 
of thoughts, words and deeds; sins of commission and sins of omission. 

 
My sins deserve the eternal burning anger of God. When Jesus Christ died on the 
Cross, the sky turned dark for three hours, and He cried out, "My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?" All these because He was dying, not for His own sins, but for 
my sins, and therefore, God's eternal anger was being poured out on Jesus on the 
Cross. The eternal wrath of God falls on the eternal Son of God, and so that wrath 
was quenched in one moment. If the eternal Son of God did not bear the eternal 
punishment for my sins, then I will have to endure that wrath for all eternity. 

 
Not only did Jesus Christ die for me, He also lived for me. The life that God 
demands – a life that none of us can live and has lived --- has been lived by Christ! 
And that perfect life has been imputed to me, when I believe. I am treated as if I 
have lived the perfect life. 

 

 

This is the wonderful truth of justification. That is why Paul 
shouted, with great excitement, in Romans 8:1 ~ There is 
therefore now no condemnation to those are in Christ Jesus, who 
do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  
 
We can never say that we have no sin. But we can say that 
we have no guilt, that we are NOT GUILTY. 

 
The sole ground of our justification is the obedience of Christ. Our standing before 
God does not depend on anything we do. Faith is not doing, but resting in what 
Christ has done. 

WEI En Yi 


